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EAST AIKEN SCHOOL OF THE ARTS CHANGES POLICY FOR ENROLLMENT UPON 

DESIGNATION AS AN ARTS MAGNET SCHOOL  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That purposeful play that’s resulted in increased test scores, less disciplinary problems 

and more engaged pupils is now an option for all elementary school students. Recently 

designated as an Arts Magnet School, East Aiken School of the Arts’ application 

process now requires no “special permission” or “hardship,” only the desire for a STEAM 

(science, technology, engineering, arts and math) curriculum.  

 

Respect for the learning environment and an innate awareness of the benefit to 

working together to solve problems seems to be natural in this school, which lacks 

classroom doors and fully-enclosed walls. What’s gained by the open concept is a 

strong and trusting community of educators, disciplined pupils and a creative blend of 

traditionally separate subjects.  

 

“Not every lesson lends itself to an arts component,” Lisa Fallaw, the school’s principal 

said. “But when there is a creative tool that can help students access the curriculum, 

teachers and students collaborate.”  

 

Fourth-grade students Anthony Gibson, Morgan Thompson, Ashlee 

Hembree and Blake Eidenier share why they love about East Aiken.                           

“We get to be creative while doing our school work,” Morgan said.  

 

-MORE- 
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At East Aiken, divisions of the government are put to song in a co-taught social studies 

and music class, parts of the body are studied, measured and drawn to scale in a 

teacher-collaborated science, art and math class, and learning is project-based. 

 

“In today’s world, we need workers who think outside of the box,” Fallaw continued. 

“Here we believe that we can best prepare students by teaching them to be creative, 

cooperate with others and solve problems differently.”  

 

Parents and guardians considering East Aiken School of the Arts for their student(s) are 

encouraged to call and schedule a tour of the school, (803)641-2450. What parents will 

find there is a child-centered environment that’s positive, bright and friendly. They’ll see 

evidence of the school’s Arts Steering Committee’s commitment to identify and partner 

local artists, welders, musicians and actors with opportunities to inspire students. And if, 

after a visit, the parent/guardian feels inspired to exercise their school choice option, 

they are encouraged to apply by downloading the form from the District’s homepage, 

www.acps.schoolfusion.net. The form is located under the “Parent” tab, “Parent 

Information Index,” “S-School Choice,” “Transfer Form.”  

 

The policy change for enrollment makes the school a partial-magnet, with an 

attendance zone plus a limited number of spots for students who apply outside of the 

designated attendance zone. Students will be accepted as space allows on a first 

come, first serve basis. The deadline for submitting transfer requests for East Aiken is 

Friday, May 15, 2015.  
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